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Fiscal Note

Purpose of Bill: This measure requires the 12th Judicial District Court (Avoyelles Parish) to assess a $7.50 court cost on
certain criminal defendants and a $10 fee on civil filings. Funds derived from these costs are to be used by the Avoyelles
Parish Sheriff’s Office to defray the cost of providing security and bailiffs to the court. In addition, this measure authorizes
the 22nd Judicial District Court (parishes of Washington and St. Tammany) to assess a court cost not to exceed $50 on
certain criminal defendants to be used to defray the costs of the court.

R.S. 13:62.B requires these court costs to be reviewed and recommended to the legislature by the Judicial Council prior to
being enacted. The Judicial Council reviewed and provided a recommendation to the legislature for court cost provided for the
12th Judicial District Court. However, we were unable to determine whether the Judicial Council reviewed the court cost
provided for the 22nd Judicial District Court.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this bill.

We are assuming that revenues will be used to defray existing expenditures.

This bill may increase local governmental revenues by up to approximately $979,500 per year.

22nd JDC: Based on information from the 22nd Judicial District Court, this bill could cause a maximum increase of court
revenue by up to approximately $942,700 per year (18,854 offenses x $50 per offense).  However, an official from the court
indicated that this bill would likely increase revenue by approximately $226,200 per year (18,854 offenses x $12 per 
offense), as the official expects the court to impose less than the $50 maximum court cost authorized by this bill.

12th JDC/Avoyelles Parish Sheriff: Based on information obtained from the Avoyelles Parish Sheriff’s Office, this bill may
increase the revenue of the sheriff’s office by approximately $36,800 per year ($14,600 from criminal defendants; $22,200
from civil filings).
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